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Agenda

•

•

•

•
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Learning Goals
• Gain a basic understanding of TF

• Learn and practice strategies for 
identifying and writing the TF

• Discover benefits of a sustaining 
collaboration between doctoral 
students and Writing Center
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Introduction – Regalio Cardona, Ed.D.

• UHCL graduate, May 2023, Doctor of Education in 
Educational Leadership

• Adjunct Faculty: University of Houston Clear Lake 
and University of Louisiana Monroe

• Assistant Principal of Alvin ISD since July 2023

• Received Masters of Education – Educational 
Administration, Lamar University

• Obtained Bachelor of Science from Texas A&M 
University – Agronomy, Bioenvironmental Science
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DEFINITIONS
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DEFINITIONS (continued)

•
•

•

•
•
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Sample of Theories Leveraged Across 
Disciplines

• Transformational / relational theories

• Transactional / management theories

• Servant leadership/moral theories

• Trait theories

• Situational theories
(Grant & Osanloo, date, p. 14)

7



Example

•

• De La Rose, Diana Marie. Examining the relationship between principal leadership styles and the impact on teacher burnout 
[Doctoral dissertation, University of Houston-Clear Lake]. UHCL Campus Repository. https://uhcl-ir.tdl.org/items/2304345a-9c50-
496e-96bc-e145b4f6d66e 8



Example

•
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Example

•

Anderson, J.K. (2018). Instruction in the fast lane: The impact of accelerated instruction through the student success initiative on student 
achievement. [Doctoral dissertation, University of Houston-Clear Lake]. UHCL Campus Repository. https://uhcl-
ir.tdl.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/ffb93801-64f2-4c39-888b-27d44efc0113/content
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https://youtu.be/VkiKK8sj_bs?t=204
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Practical Example of Selecting a Theoretical Framework

https://youtu.be/VkiKK8sj_bs?t=204
https://youtu.be/VkiKK8sj_bs?t=204


Interactive Exercise

•

•

•

•

(Burke, J. et al., 2012)
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Steps for researching and selecting a TF

• Select keywords

• OneSearch, then finetune search at https://www.uhcl.edu/library/ One Also Google 
Scholar and UHCL Dissertation Repository https://uhcl-ir.tdl.org/ [HawkWorks]

• Select appropriate scholarly articles

• Create an electronic diary / synthesis matrix to record article name, citation, 
relevancy, theme, theoretical framework leveraged by the author

• Frequent check in with Chair, PhD supervisor, and / or committee members to 
ensure study is achievable and theoretical framework you are considering can 
underpin your dissertation

• Create a concept map to categorize and amalgamate themes.

• Select theory(ies).  Process can take several weeks / months.

(Burri, 2017) 13



Example of Diary / Synthesis Matrix
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Ingram, L. et al., 2006, Fall)



Steps for researching, selecting, and writing a 
TF

• 4. Create a concept map or table to categorize and amalgamate themes. Visualize proposed TFs
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UHCL Libraries

Juliana Espinosa, Student Success Librarian

o Espinosaj@uhcl.edu

o281-283-3915

• How we help graduate students

oResearch help

oHow to use databases and online catalog

oHow to use citation management systems

oDissertation formatting and submissions

• *Important* Check library deadlines for dissertation 
submissions
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Interactive Exercise

PART B - 15 minutes
• Search for articles that map to theories that answer your research questions

• Select keywords

• Research in uhcl.edu/library

• Select article

• Annotate

PART C - 15 minutes
• Complete Goodson (2013) handout on outlining the TF
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Purpose of Writing Center Collaboration

• Not just a workshop – collaboration 
between you and the Writing Center

• Strengthen your understanding of TF and 
LR through practical writing strategies 
and practice

• One-on-one and group writing sessions

• Facilitated writing circles with cohorts to 
discuss, write and strengthen community

Image from Microsoft PowerPoint, 2023. [Stock Photo].
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Exit Ticket

Name the steps for understanding 
and selecting your TF
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Exit Ticket
• Consider the research questions

• Select keywords

• Research in uhcl.edu/library, select articles and annotate

• Journal

• Create concept maps

• Discuss TF with dissertation supervisors

• Visit the Writing Center, individuals or group to:

• Outline your Theoretical Framework

• Begin writing draft of TF

• Review

• Develop community in Writing Circles with peers (hybrid or in person)
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