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QM'’s Rubric for Higher
Education Courses

‘The Quality Matters Rubric is a set of standards used to
evaluate the design of online and blended courses. The rubric
is based on research-supported and practice-based standards.

It emphasizes the importance of course
design elements that are critical to student
success, such as alignment, engagement, and
accessibility.

The rubric’s detailed standards and annotations provide
clear guidance on what constitutes high-quality course
design, making the self-review process more
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Exploring Instructional
(Re)Design: Let QM Be
Your Guide

Continuous Improvement in Online and
Hybrid Courses

« When we periodically reevaluate and redesign our courses,
instructors can enhance student learning outcomes, maintain
academic integrity, and contribute to our own professional

development.
P—

¥
Where e e
There © o
oweVe T gelf
eﬂovm\ (se Us'
existin® N £erS
Quality
d\,\Cat‘o

c
s [NSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN
= AND TECHNOLOGY

Clear Lakg

QM Standards

Who knows? You might
even eventually decide
to submit your online
course for formal review
and certification by
Quality Matters!

Below are the eight main

categories that guide a

self-review. Within each
category, the QM Rubric
provides several Specific

Review criteria to guide your

analysis of your course.

Course Overview and
Introduction

Learning Objectives
(Competencies)
Assessment and
Measurement
Instructional Materials
Learning Activities and
Learner Interaction
Course Technology

Learner Support

Accessibility and Usability




